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CAPTAIN WILLIAM CARVER. 
Communicated by Edward W. James. 

"Att a Court held the 15 th of June 1675. 
"Lower Norfolk 

Present Cap' W m Robinson. 
Maf franeis Sayer M r . Malachy Thruston 

M r . George fouler M r . Anth". Lawson 

Justices. 
"16 th day" 

"Upon the Information of Cap'. W" Carver' ag' Jone the wife 

1 Captain William Carver was made a justice for Lower Norfolk County, Vir- 
ginia, October 15, 1663; was added to the Quorum February 15, 1665, and on 
the 25th of November, 1665, was suspended the commission by Sir William 
Berkeley, and on the 15th of October, 1667, was again added to the commis- 
sion. Was High Sheriff in 1670, and after the expiration of the term of his 
office, again took his seat on the bench, and was present for the last time June 
18, 1672. He was a member of the House of Burgesses in 1665, and June 
15, 1669, and April 16, 1672, was appointed to take the tythables for the 
Southern branch of the Elizabeth Biver, and August 18, 1669, was appointed 
General Surveyor of Highways for the Western and Southern branches of 
Elizabeth Biver, and August 16, 1671, General Surveyor of Highways for the 
Southern branch precincts. On the 16th of April, 1664, he bought of Henery 
Goodricke "a ship, called the Expedicon, of 40 tons for 20,000pounds of to- 
bacco," and on June 15, 1666, he, designating himself William Carver, Mari- 
ner, and Elizabeth his wife, sold "to Edward Davis and Bachel his wife, their 
well-beloved cozens," 300 acres of land, part of a patent for 500 acres granted 
him July 4, 1664, "in the Southern branch of Elizabeth Biver," and on May 
8, 1668. he, this time calling himself William Carver, merchant, of the South- 
ern branch of the Elizabeth Biver, gave John Low 50 acres of land " lying att 
the head of Church Creek." 

On the 25th of July, 1672, while laboring nnder an aberration of the mind, 
he killed Thomas Gilbert, who was sitting next to him at dinner, by stabbing 
him with a knife. In his examination, August 15, 1672, he deposed "that as 
for his part hee kneweth nothing of It, noe more then the child that is now 
unborne, nor of any other action that day nor severall days beefore or after." 
Captain Carver sided with Bacon, during Bacon's Eebellion, and held an im- 
portant position in his fleet. He was captured and put to death, and died with 
great courage. Governor Berkeley, in pursuance of his relentless policy wrote 
the following letter : 

"Coll Mason Maf. Sayer and Cap'. Bray: My honored f rends by This time 
I presume you have heard of the death of that monstrous Bebell Bacon Soe 
that now there is noe pretence left to the Bebells his assotiates butt an Abso- 
lute declaraon of open Bebellion w c " I presume very few will dare to professe, 
Soe that now I hope shortly the County will Beturne to Its former quiett 
thought nott to the former plenty w c " those villains have destroyed in most 
places, butt six or Seaven yeares by gods Blessing may Becover that also, what 
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of Lazarus Jenlring 1 Concerning her beeing familier wi th evell 
spiritts and useing witchcraft &° It is ordered that the Cunstable 
of Tanners Creek presincts doe somonds W m porten Charles Eger- 

Ever It bee your merritts will for Ever bee lookt upon by mee and I hope the 
whole country ; I desire that Carvers Estate may bee Secured to help to pay 
the Charge of your County, and If any one Shall presume to Conceale itt, hee 
Shall bee accompted to have Conspired with Carver and Soe his Estate bee 
likewise Subject to Confiscation 

" Novenib 4 th , 1676. Your frend & Servt 

Coll Custis W" Bekkeley." 

Super Sisptia thus 

for Coll mason Major Sayer and Cap'. Rob'. Bray or Eyther of them in Eliz\ 

Biver. 

" To the Bight Honra S'. W m . Berkeley Knt. Gov r and Cap'. Gen 1 of Virg r 

The Humble pett of Lemuell Mason and the Rest of the officers of the mili- 
tia for the County of Lower norfolk in the behalf of the sd county most hum- 
bly Sheweth That your pett' 8 . (by meanes of this grand Bebellion) have Sus- 
teyned great losse and been att great trouble haveing about Sixty of our Best 
Gunes and Severall Swords taken from us for Bacons Service. Snce w ch 
about nynety men did Voluntaily attend upon your hon r att James Citty to the 
losse of severall of their croops, besides other charges that your pett r . have 
beene att w ch they shall in due time make apeare and your hon r haveing beene 
pleased to or", that the Estate of Cap'. W'°. Carver should bee Seazed for the 
use of our county w cl ' hath accordingly beene done. Tour pett 1 " therefore now 
most humbly prays your hon' s or' 1 for selling the same at an outcry or the dis- 
posall thereof Some other way for Satisfying part of the Charges above Said 
and your pett™ as in duty bound Shall pray &c 

Lemuell Mason. " 
"thel7 Hl Jan r . 1676 

"This pett is granted and the Estate of the above sd Carver bee sould at an 
outcry by Coll Lemuell Mason and Cap'. Rob', bray and disposed of by them 
amongst the Souldiers according to proportion as farr as the Estate will goe, 
and that they give me an accompt of their procedings the first day of the next 
assembly William Bekkeley" 

Captain Carver was twice married. His first wife was named Elizabeth, his 
second Rose. By his first wife he was the father of a son, Richard, who, born 
about 1649, survived him, and on the eleventh of May, 1681, sold to George 
Newton 784 acres of land called Brinsons quarter, and on the 7th of Decem- 
ber, the same year, sold Major Anthony Lawson for 11,500 pounds of tobacco 
in cask a tract of land on the east side of the bay of Elizabeth River, contain- 
ing 300 acres, and called Lamberts Point. In both of these deeds he men- 
tioned himself as being the son and heir of Captain William Carver. 

1 Lazarus Jenkings was one of ten persons for whose importation Captain 
Carver was, on the 16th of October, 1671, granted 500 acres of land, and there 
was some ill feeling existing between them in 1675, for on the 15th of May, 
that year, the difference "beetwene Cap'. W m . Carver plantif and Lazarus 
Jenking defen' 1 ' " was "Referred till the next court att the Request of timo- 
thy Harra", and on June 16th the court ordered the suit to be dismissed, and 
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ton Plomer Bray Sarah porten Joyce Langley ' Margere Laurance 
mary Chichester and Anne milicent to Eepayre to the house of the 
s a Lauzarus Jenkings upon the 17 th of this Instant June and there 
to make deligent search concerng the same according to the 118 
chapter of doulton, and that If any Such thing bee found they to 
give in their Reports upon oath to the next magistrate that Shee 
may bee dealt w th all according to Law in Such Cases provided, 
and further ordered that If Cap'. Carver shall think fitt hee may 
bee there also maf. Sayer hereby Requested to give them their 
oaths." 



COATS OF ARMS IN VIRGINIA. 
Lewis, Howell, Beuce-Pevce, Couetenay, Warner, Bowles, Dain- 
geefield, Washington, Jones, Lewis of Van, Goltdobun, &c. A 
comparison of the plate of Warner Lewis with the emblazoning 
described by Moncure D. Conway, in his Barons, &c, pp. 152-171, 
shows that the former has seven shields, the latter thirteen. I 
cannot speak for the authenticity of the latter ; but I have seen 
and examined the old silver plate. 2 The tinctures are represented, 
but not always correctly. Thus the plate represents — 1. Lewis : 
Ar. a dragon's head and neck erased vert. 2. Howell: Gu. three 
towers triple towered ar., holding in the mouth a red hand. 3. 
Ar. three chevronels or [Bruce-Pryce, as described by Conway has 
Gu. three chevronels ar, a crescent for difference]. The represen- 
tation, which appears on the silver, must be incorrect, for it places 
arg. (argent, silver)— a metal— on or (gold)— a metal. 4. Ar. three 
torteaus. This, after the analogy of the Conway emblazoning, 
stands for Courtenay; but it should be, according to Burke, or 
three torteaus. 5. Ar., in chief az. three lozenges or, for Fielding. 
6. Or a cross engrailed vert, for Warner ; but Burke has vert a cross 
engrailed or. 7. In the centre is placed by way of pretence : Az 



the same day the difference between "Lazarus Jenkings plantif and Cap'. W m . 
Carver defend'." was "Eeferred till the next court by Eeason that Jn". Hig- 
ley" "an evidence in the behalf of the sd Jenkings fayled to apeare thought 
Somoned, and that the sd Higley for his contempt bee fined 350'" of tob ac- 
cording to act " 

1 Joyce Langley was the widow of William Langley, who patented land in 
1625, and died in 1675. She afterwards married William Clements, and died 
before the 12th of April, 1680. 

s See Vol. II., p. 156. Pieces of this plate are held by Mrs. Courtenay Sel- 
den, and Mrs. Fielding Lewis Taylor, of Gloucester county. 



